MONTANA 
UPLAND  GAME  BIRD 
HUNTING  REGULATIONS 
—  1984  — 


General  Regulations:  it  is  unlawful  to  shoot  upland  game 
birds  on  or  from  any  public  highway,  and  from  an  automobile  or 
other  self-propelled  vehicle. 

Checking  Stations:  Hunters  are  required  to  stop  at  check¬ 
ing  stations  on  their  routes  of  travel  to  and  from  hunting  and  fish¬ 
ing  areas. 

Shooting  Hours:  Shooting  hours  shall  be  one  half  hour  be¬ 
fore  sunrise  to  one  half  hour  after  sunset  during  open  seasons. 
Sunrise-sunset  times  shall  be  in  conformance  with  surise-sunset 
schedules  by  zones  adopted  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Com¬ 
mission. 

Closed  Areas:  State  Game  Preserves,  closures,  and  National 
Parks  shall  remain  closed  to  hunting  of  upland  game  birds.  For 
hunting  privileges  on  Indian  Reservations  and  Federal  Wildlife 
Refuges,  inquire  at  the  local  Indian  Agency  or  Refuge  office. 

Portion  of  Flathead  County  closed  to  upland  game  bird  hunting. 
Check  with  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  for  description. 
Helena  Valley  Regulating  Reservoir  and  portions  of  Freezout 
Game  Management  area  closed  to  hunting  of  upland  game  birds 
when  waterfowl  seasons  open. 

To  minimize  consumption  of  potential  pesticide  residues 
in  upland  game  birds,  following  are  recommendations  for 
cooking  upland  game  birds  excepting  mountain  grouse. 

1.  Trim  all  fat  and  discard  the  skin  and  internal  organs. 
These  items  should  be  discarded  in  a  manner  which  will 
assure  that  they  cannot  be  consumed  by  humans  or 
domestic  or  wild  animals, 

2.  Fully  cook  the  skinned  bird  on  a  rack  and  discard  the 
drippings  in  the  same  manner  as  fat,  skin  and  organs. 

3.  Do  not  stuff  birds. 

4.  Women  who  are  pregnant  or  suspect  they  are  pregnant, 
and  nursing  women  should  not  consume  the  named 
birds. 


100,000  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $0.02  per  copy  for 
a  total  of  $2,575.00  which  includes  $2,025.00  for  printing  and  $550.00  for  distribution. 


PARTRIDGE 
(Hungarian  and  Chukar) 

Open  Season  1 

Portion  of  Carbon  County  as  follows: 


September  8  through 
January  6 


Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  in  aggregate 
Possession  Limit:  twenty-four 
(24)  in  aggregate 


Beginning  at  the  junction  of  Route  397  and  the  Wyoming-Montana  state 
line,  thence  northerly  along  said  route  to  Belfry,  thence  northeasterly 
along  Route  308  to  Bridger,  thence  northerly  along  U.S.  Highway  310  to 
Edgar,  thence  east  on  the  Edgar-Pryor  Road  to  the  Crow  Reservation 
Boundary,  thence  southerly  and  westerly  along  said  boundary  to  the  west 
shore  of  Bighorn  Lake,  thence  southerly  along  said  shore  to  the  Wyoming- 
Montana  state  line,  thence  west  along  said  state  line  to  its  junction  with 
Route  397,  the  point  of  beginning. 


Open  Season  2 


^\V  October  13  through  Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  in  aggregate 

n\V  November  25  Possession  Limit:  twelve  (12)  in 

'\v  aggregate 


That  part  of  Montana  lying  within  the  following  counties  or  parts  of 
counties:  Lincoln,  Flathead,  Sanders,  Lake,  and  that  part  of  Missoula 
County  within  the  Swan  River  Drainage.  Ravalli  County  shall  remain 
closed  to  the  hunting  of  chukar  partridge. 


Open  Season  3 


: : :  September  8  through  Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  in  aggregate 
::::  December 2  Possession  Limit:  twenty-four 

: :  •  (24)  in  aggregate 


Remaining  portions  of  Montana  not  described  in  above  seasons  1  and 

2. 


Means  Of  Taking:  Partridge  may  be  taken  with  shotgun  not 
larger  than  a  ten  gauge  or  long  bow  and  arrow.  All  other  means  of 
taking  prohibited. 


MERRIAM’S  WILD  TURKEY 


Limit:  One  wild  turkey  per  special  tag  holder  during  fall  sea¬ 
son. 

Tagging:  The  tag  provided  with  the  special  game  license  must 
be  filled  out  and  affixed  to  the  leg  of  the  turkey  immediately  after 
killing  and  must  remain  thereon. 

Means  Of  Taking:  Wild  turkey  may  be  taken  with  a  shotgun 
not  larger  than  a  ten  gauge,  long  bow  and  arrow,  rifle,  or  handgun. 


Hunting  Area  Descriptions 


Southeast  District:  Open  season:  September  8  through 
November  25. 

Those  portions  of  Big  Horn,  Carter,  Custer,  Dawson,  Fallon,  Garfield,  Mc¬ 
Cone,  Musselshell,  Powder  River,  Prairie,  Richland,  Rosebud,  Treasure, 
Wibaux  and  Yellowstone  counties  lying  within  the  following  described 
boundary:  Beginning  at  the  Yellowstone  River  bridge  north  of  Custer,  then 
north  on  the  Custer-Melstone  Road  to  U.S.  Highway  12  at  Melstone,  then 
east  on  U.S.  Highway  12  to  the  Musselshell  River  bridge,  then  north  down 
the  Musselshell  River  to  Fort  Peck  Reservoir  and  the  Missouri  River,  then 
easterly  down  Missouri  River  to  Montana-North  Dakota  state  line,  then 
south  along  the  North  Dakota-South  Dakota-Montana  state  line  to  the 
Montana-Wyoming  state  line,  then  west  on  the  Montana-Wyoming  state 
line  to  the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  boundary,  then  north  along  the  Crow 
Indian  Reservation  boundary  to  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Indian  Reserva¬ 
tion  boundary  then  easterly,  northerly  and  westerly  along  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Indian  Reservation  boundary  to  the  Crow  Indian  Reservation 
boundary,  then  north  and  west  along  the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  bound- 


PARTRIDGE 
(Hungarian  and  Chukar) 

Open  Season  1 

Portion  of  Carbon  County  as  follows: 


September  8  through 
January  6 


*>:•*:*? 


Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  in  aggregate 
Possession  Limit:  twenty-four 
(24)  in  aggregate 


Beginning  at  the  junction  of  Route  397  and  the  Wyoming-Montana  state 
line,  thence  northerly  along  said  route  to  Belfry,  thence  northeasterly 
along  Route  308  to  Bridger,  thence  northerly  along  U.S.  Highway  310  to 
Edgar,  thence  east  on  the  Edgar-Pryor  Road  to  the  Crow  Reservation 
Boundary,  thence  southerly  and  westerly  along  said  boundary  to  the  west 
shore  of  Bighorn  Lake,  thence  southerly  along  said  shore  to  the  Wyoming- 
Montana  state  line,  thence  west  along  said  state  line  to  its  junction  with 
Route  397,  the  point  of  beginning. 


Open  Season  2 

^\V  October  13  through  Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  in  aggregate 

'\V  November  25  Possession  Limit:  twelve  (12)  in 

'\v  aggregate 

That  part  of  Montana  lying  within  the  following  counties  or  parts  of 
counties:  Lincoln,  Flathead,  Sanders,  Lake,  and  that  part  of  Missoula 
County  within  the  Swan  River  Drainage.  Ravalli  County  shall  remain 
closed  to  the  hunting  of  chukar  partridge. 


Open  Season  3 

September  8  through  Daily  Limit:  six  (6)  irr  aggregate 
•  December  2  Possession  Limit:  twenty-four 

:  •  (24)  in  aggregate 

Remaining  portions  of  Montana  not  described  in  above  seasons  1  and 

2. 


Means  Of  Taking:  Partridge  may  be  taken  with  shotgun  not 
larger  than  a  ten  gauge  or  long  bow  and  arrow.  All  other  means  of 
taking  prohibited. 


I 


SAGE  GROUSE  AND 
SHARPTAILED  GROUSE 


Sharptailed  Grouse 

Open  Season 

I  September  8  through 
October  21 


a  September  8  through 
^  December  2 


Daily  Limit:  three  (3)  sharp¬ 
tailed  grouse 

Possession  Limit:  twelve  (12) 
sharptailed  grouse 

Daily  Limit:  four  (4)  sharp¬ 
tailed  grouse 

Possession  Limit:  sixteen  (16) 
sharptailed  grouse 


Sage  Grouse 

Open  Season 


/ 


September  8  through 
October  21 


September  8  through 
December  2 


Daily  Limit:  three  (3)  sage 
grouse 

Possession  Limit:  twelve  (12) 
sage  grouse 

Daily  Limit:  four  (4)  sage 
grouse 

Possession  Limit:  sixteen  (16) 
sage  grouse 


Means  Of  Taking:  May  be  taken  with  shotgun  not  larger  than 
a  ten  gauge  or  long  bow  and  arrow.  All  other  means  of  taking 
prohibited. 


SAGE  GROUSE  AND 
SHARPTAILED  GROUSE 


Hunting  Area  Descriptions 

That  part  of  Montana  lying  within  the  following  described  bounda- 
ries:  Beginning  at  the  junction  of  the  Continental  Divide  and  the 
lllll  Montana-ldaho  border  at  Lost  Trail  Pass  (on  Montana  Highway  43), 
then  north-easterly  along  the  Continental  Divide  to  the  headwaters 
£§§$§  of  Lyons  Creek  in  T15N-R6W,  thence  southeasterly  down  the  north 
f°rk  anc*  main  Lyons  Creek  and  Little  Prickly  Pear  Creek  to  the 
llp-S  Missouri  River,  then  upriver  to  Beaver  Creek,  then  easterly  up 
&i§lil  Beaver  Creek  to  the  Meagher  County  line,  then  northerly,  easterly 
lil'li-i  ar|d  southerly  along  the  Meagher  County  line  to  the  Park  County 
liilil  lir>e,  then  southerly  along  the  east  boundary  of  the  Park  County  line 
|ii  to  the  Wyoming  border,  then  westerly  and  notherly  along  the 
lilill  Montana-Wyoming  and  Montana-ldaho  borders  to  the  point  of  be- 


That  part  of  Montana  lying  east  and  north  of  the  following  bound¬ 
ary:  Beginning  at  the  Continental  Divide  and  the  U.S.-Canadian  bor¬ 
der,  then  south  aiong  the  Divide  to  the  headwaters  of  Lyons  Creek 
in  T15N-R6W,  thence  down  the  north  fork  and  main  Lyons  Creek 
and  Little  Prickly  Pear  Creek,  to  the  Missouri  River,  then  upriver  to 
Beaver  Creek,  then  easterly  up  Beaver  Creek  to  the  Meagher 
County  line,  then  northerly,  easterly  and  southerly  along  the 
Meagher  County  line  to  the  Park  County  line,  then  southerly  along 
the  east  boundary  of  the  Park  County  line  to  the  Montana-Wyoming 
border,  then  east,  north  and  west  along  the  Montana-Wyoming, 
Montana-South  Dakota,  Montana-North  Dakota  and  Montana- 
Canadian  borders  to  the  Continental  Divide,  the  point  of  beginning. 


SAGE  GROUSE  AND 
SHARPTAILED  GROUSE 


Montana  West  of  the  Continental  Divide  shall  remain  closed 
to  hunting  of  sharptailed  and  sage  grouse. 


ary  to  the  Bighorn  River,  then  north  down  the  Bighorn  River  to  the  Yellow¬ 
stone  River,  then  west  up  the  Yellowstone  River  to  the  Yellowstone  River 
Bridge  at  Custer,  the  point  of  beginning. 


Bull  Mountain  District:  Open  Season:  October  21 
through  November  25. 


Those  portions  of  Musselshell,  Big  Horn,  Yellowstone,  and  Golden  Valley 
Counties  lying  within  the  following  described  boundary:  Beginning  at 
Billings,  thence  northwesterly  along  State  Route  3  to  its  junction  with  U.S. 
Highway  12  north  of  Lavina,  thence  east  and  northeasterly  along  U.S. 
Highway  12  to  Melstone,  thence  south  and  southeasterly  along  the  Mel- 
stone-Custer  Road  to  the  Yellowstone  River  Bridge  at  Custer,  thence  east¬ 
erly  down  the  Yellowstone  River  to  the  Bighorn  River,  thence  southerly  up 
the  Bighorn  River  to  Highway  87  at  Hardin,  thence  west  and  northwesterly 
from  Hardin  along  U.S.  Highway  87  to  Billings,  the  point  of  beginning. 


MOUNTAIN  GROUSE 

(Blue  Grouse,  Ruffed  Grouse  and  Franklin’s  Grouse) 

Open  Season:  Statewide  -  September  8  through  December  2. 

Bag  Limits:  Statewide  -  daily  limit  four  (4)  in  aggregate;  pos¬ 
session  limit  sixteen  (16)  in  aggregate. 

Means  Of  Taking:  Blue,  Ruffed  and  Franklin’s  Grouse  may 
be  taken  with  a  shotgun  not  larger  than  ten  gauge  or  long  bow  and 
arrow,  rifle  or  handgun.  All  other  means  of  taking  are  prohibited. 

Note:  Mountain  Grouse  do  not  occur  in  many  areas  of  eastern 
Montana. 


RINGNECKED  PHEASANTS 

West  of  the  Continental  Divide 

Open  Season:  October  13  through  November  25 

Bag  Limits:  Daily  limit  of  3  cock  pheasants;  possession  limit 
of  6  cock  pheasants. 

East  of  the  Continental  Divide 

Open  Season:  October  13  through  December  2 

Bag  Limits:  Daily  limit  of  4  cock  pheasants;  possession  limit 
of  twelve  (12)  cock  pheasants. 

Means  of  Taking  Statewide:  Pheasants  may  be  taken 
with  a  shotgun  not  larger  than  a  ten  gauge  or  long  bow  and  arrow. 
All  other  means  of  taking  prohibited.  Field-dressed  pheasants 
must  have  one  foot  naturally  attached  to  the  bird’s  body  for  proof 
of  the  pheasants  sex. 
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